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condition of one, who, after having been divested 
a deng of some infirmity, either physical or moral, con-. 
EDITORIAL cluded to take to. himself seven other spirits worse 
Ie ache itre eto of l M3 prog rag wg in ping $40 oy po Nh _ This 
es i647 Ys - _: conclusion is justifie ct, that the perzon 
SERMON, peaking, is frequently it for the persoh ; and all 
By L. 8. Evzrertrt. | the circumstances of the case go to prove that 
«Then goeth he, and taketh to him even other spirits more 8uch is the sense in which we are to take the pas- 
wicked than himself; and they enter. in and dwell there; | $age under consideration. But, it is not my - 
and the last 8tate of that man is worse than the first.'— | ent purpose to enter into any speculations on De- 
Luke xi. 26: monology, and I shall therefore confine my obser- 
The Jews accused our Lord of casting out dev-| yations to other and more important subjects, 
ils oa, the agency of Beelzebub, the ey of} 'The first and last conditions of the man s8poken 
devils. This was the same as to charge him with | of, are,relative to each other, and do not imply, as 
being a confederate of that being; and their ac- | many have supposed, that the first was in this life, 
cusation, viewed in connection with the 8pirit in | and the last in eternity. That idea, though it has 
which 1t originated; constituted the worst crime of | obtained to a considerable extent in the christian 
which they could be guilty, and seemed to render | church, has but little to sustain it aside from tradi- 
it impossible for any earthly means to 8often their | tion and early impressions. For if we had neyer 
hearts. | been instructed in the mysteries of that, doctrine 
But notwithstanding the enormity of their wick- | which pains the human heart, and robs the chris- 
edness was great, the Savior condescended to rea- | tian of his fondest hopes, we should not gugpect 
80n with them . on this 8ubject. *He, knowing | that our Lord spake of anything that relates to the 
their thoughts, 8aid unto them, every kingdom | unseen world. : 
divided against itself is brought to desolation;| The first state of this man is ters, mega by 
and a house divided against a house, falleth.. If] the cireumstance of his having one unclean spirit. 
Satan also be divided against himself, how shall | This is evident from the context. And if any one 
his kingdom 8tand? because ye 8ay that I cast|shonld regard this as allustrative of the natural 
out devils through Beelzebub, _ And if I by Beel- | 8tate of mankind, we shall be constrained to think 
zebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast | tolerably well of the human race ; since it would 
them out ? therefore s8hall they be your judges, | seem that it is possible for men to become seven 
But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no| times worse than they are by nature—congequent- 
doubt the kingdom of God is. come upon, you. | ly they cannot. be totally deprayed. _ 
When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his | The last state of this man was that in which he 
goods are in peace ; but when a stronger than he | concluded to take to himself geven. spirits worse 
Shall come open him, and overcome him, he taketh | than the first, and harbor them in the house which 
from him all his armor wherein he trusted, and di-| had been swept and  garnisbed. His suffering 
videth his epoils. He that is not with me is against | them to enter in and dwell there, contributed-to a 
me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth. 
When the unclean 8pirit.is gone out of a man, he 
walketh through td Phe geeking rest; and! 
finding none, he. 8aith'T will return unto my house | 
whence I came out. And when he cometh he find- 
eth it ewept and garnighed, Then, goeth he 
and taketh to hitn 8eyen other apirits more wicked 
than himself; and they enter in and dwell there; 
Sek, last state of that man is worse than the 
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is nothing in the text or context to justify the pop- 
ular opinion of the extent of the evil; and there- 
fore, if for no other reason, we ought not to carry 
our 8ubject beyond the limits of time. 

Now, should the question be-asked why was the 
last 8tate of that man worse than the first—our an- 
8wer is—because 8even evil spirits are worse: than 
one. And, lest this should fail of being satisfac- 
tay, þ must beg your attention to what follows. 
An 

1. Our Lord introduced and used the subject 
under examination, to illustrate and enforce an im- 

ortant fact, viz. that a man may be diyested of an 
impure propensity ; be renewed in the spirit of his 
mind; and be really improved in his character; 
and afterwards become more a child of hell than 
before. This is, in effect, precisely what he told 
the Pharisees in another place. Matt. xxiii. 15. 
©Wo unto you scribes and pharisees, hypocrites ! 
for ye compass sea and land to make one prose- 
lyte ; and when he is made, ye make him twofold 
more the child of hell than yourselves.' Nor need 
we go 80 far back to find cases of this description. 
We may have known of instances, in which those 
who were converted from one error, 800n became 
the victims of sevyeral others, worse than'the first. 
And, indeed, this is no uncommon thing ; for when 
the passions instead of the jutlgment, are operated 
upon, the 8snbject will never be the better for the 
changes through which he is driven by the whirl- 
wind and the storm. 

Our 8ubject teaches us, that merely casting out 
an impure spirit, 1s but the preparatory step to- 
wards a genuine reformation. It is a fact attested 
by the experience of every person of observation 
that converts, who for a 8eason enjoy the renew- 
ing and cleansing operations of divine grace, fre- 
quently return to their wallowing in the mire, and 
take to themselves more evil spirits than they. pos- 
sessed before their minds had been excited. We 
have a painful illustration of tlus truth in what we 
have often witnessed. And we may venture to 
assume its truth without entering into the detail 
of proof. ; 

2, Persons often imagine that they have been 
converted from the error of their ways, to the love 
and 8ervice of God, and think that the have * got 
religion,” when in fact they have only lost, for the 
time being, an impure spirit, 

How often have we heard the shouts and halle- 
lyjahs of the happy subjects of God's grace—the 
frenzy. of liberty—their strains of praise—their 
extatic glories—their loud * amens'—when, if in- 
terrogated, they are found entirely unprepared to 
give a reason for their hope, or to-assign any ade- 
quate cause for this s8upernatural extacy. 'The 
truth 1s, these converts are deceived—they have 
only been delivered of an evil spirit ; and they are 
liable to 8eek for rest without obtaining it ; and 
finding none, they will probably return to 
mer-practices, and become ten times worse than 
is Pd, before. | | Wot bs 

omething more than this must. be done before 
the 8ubject is radically cured of his moral maladies. 


Unless the love of God'is shed abroadin the heart, | th 


and has its legitimate inflaence-upon the under- 
8tanding, there is no certainty of the continuance 
of those extacies which generally | 
NEE PR. For many of 
eas6s of mankind are imaginary—and though the? 
often asx8ume the appearance of roaliies, root 
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to be regarded otherwise. ,. And, hence, when a 
of those complaints are [os ar "ought to x 
careful to remember that something more must be 
done to restore the patient to perfect sountness 
of mind. The fever may be-allayed—the inflam- 
ation may 8ubside, but something more 'must be 
done to repair an injured constitution, and give it 
strength. ; 

Again.—The impure spirit, which, in the firgt 
instance went out, of the man, has been 8upposed 
to be a fallen angel—the real devil of christians; 
but it is not essential to a good understanding of 
our present subject that we should as8ent to such 
an opinion. The term spirit is frequently used in 
the scriptures to signify doctrine, and s8ometimes 
wicked propensities of the heart. (See Ilst John, 
iv. 1.) * Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world,” And 
James informs us that * when a man is tempted, he 
is drawn away of his own lusts and enticed.” 

It may, therefore, be as8umed, that the spirit 
which went out of the man of old, was a predis- 
position or propensity to. neglect the great salva- 
tion. This, I think, will not be objected to; since 
people generally complain most loudly of the as- 
tonishing and alarming indifference of mankind to 
the interests of their 8ouls. And if this should be 
admitted, it will aid us much in our present in- 
quiry. | 

It was not, then, an adyersary to the truth, but 
a d18position to disregard it ; not a spirit .of direct 
and open hostility to Christ, but a predominant in- 
clination to 8ay—* Let us alone, what haye we to 
do with thee ; we know thee who thou art the holy 
One of God,—this was the spirit which afflicted 
the man in his first state, 

The seven evil spirits, including the one already 
mentioned, may also-be regarded as evil propens1- 
sities, engendered in the heart by false doctrines, 
and possessing a degree of maliginity beyond that 
which influenced the man while in the condition 
first described. For wheneyer a doctrine is be- 
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sees men as4rees He obtains a view 0 


the love of God, and his soul is in an exstacy ! His | ap 


then is—Of the bounties of Gods houge | 
there is enough and 1 ng He then regards all 
his fellow beings with love and kindness—nature 
itself appears to wear a different and more delight- 

ful t; he thinks, and feels that he would as 

s00n be damned himself as to have others damned, 

inasmuch as all are bound to him by the ties of uni- 

yersal love and good will towards men. He real- 

izes, that the unclean 8pirit has gone out of him; 

and for a time he enjoys a comfortable hope: 

This, I doubt not, has been the dotiicion of 
many who now hear me. 'Many of us have no. 
doubt felt this- glowing ' of the affections—this 
brightening up of the' energies of the 8oul—this 
renewing of the spirit of our minds.” And if 80, 
we have felt that the spirit of indifference with 
which we had before been afflicted, had been cast 
out by the power of a-risen and glorified Re- 
deemer. 4b | . 

But, to return.—Not finding- the condition of 
others like his own, and loging =1ght of the exceed- | 
ing and transcendently glorious of God, as 
displayed in the gospel, he s0on begins 'to doubt 
the 8alvation of his fellow beings. This justifies 
the remark, that every new-born_ sonl enjoys the 
comforts of Universalismm. 'The very moment 
when the creature from death unto life, the 
impartial love of 'God becomes his meat and his 
drink. And if left to pursne 1ts own inclinations 
the soul would continue steadfast in the faith and 
hope of the gospel. 

The gubject of this saving grace finds in his 
heart a warm desire for the conversion, and salva- 
tion of the whole world—he prays for this-desirable 
result; and if suffered to.go on in-this good work, 
all would be well. But alas ! He doubts. He prays 
for all—but it is not the prayer of faith. He 
geeks for rest—he finds none—for the desires of his 
heart are at variance with his fears—and finding no, 
moo no joy, no comfort, he is induced to conform 

1s professions (his feelings he —__ popular 
opinion ; and ten to one he becomes the victim of. 
as many deyils as were cast out of Mary Magda- 
lene in days of old. 

Perhaps this unfortunate person at first imbibes 
the opinion, that although his own deliverance from 
the power of sin was entirely a work of grace, yet, 
that other sinners, no worse—consequently no 
more worthy of condemnation than himself, are | 
nevertheless the objects of divine displeasure, 
This produces & partial frame of mind, and leads 
, directly to a/partial course of conduct. He at once 
adopts the wisdom' of this world, which is directly 
opposed to what he had before 6 gry ery ; and! 
800n we hear him 8ay that it would be just in God 
to punish everlastingly, nine tenths of the human 
race, for his own-glory. © And here we have one 
evil spirit, worse, by far, than the first. © 
This demon, which has obtained an astonishing 
influence /in 'the hearts of christians, goon gives 
birth to a kindred propensity. - Cenceiving 'that 
God hates the wicked, -this child of | misfortune 
and victim of error, 800n 'indulges a spirit of holy 
hatred towardsall- whom he. are hated of 
God. And' this is the 8econd demon which enters 
into the hanse that had 'been swept and garnished. 
And well would-it befor the world of mankind, if 
this evil 8pirit -could be kept from the hearts of 
profeszors.” But no.' Wherever we turn our eyes 


language 


| each he deems his foe.” 


211 


we behold its ravages, It has already assumed the 

pearance of an angel of 'light, but it rankles in 
many a heart, and gnaws at the root of the affec- 
tions, 

In intimate connection with the before mention- 
ed evils, is a third—a spirit of cruelty and revenge. 
This s0on enters into the heart, and takes /the 
place of that loye which once warmed it—and 800n 
we hear this child of grace declare, that * if eve 
=»: arg to heaven he does not wish to gothere! 
Child of grace, did I 8ay? Yes, for once he would 
8ooner have thought of being lost himself, than of 
having others lost ; but now, alas ! he talks about 
the happiness to be derived from beholding the 
miseries of the damned in hell; and tells the 
world that he 1s prepared to witness the untold tor- 
ments of suffering infants, without an unpleagant 
sensation | 

Anticipations like these soon render him indif- 
ferent to the happiness of mankind here on earth. 
While beholding the miseries of the widows and 
fatherless, he pauses to'inquire whether they have 
*got religionz and if do not belong to the 
household' of faith, he will *pass by on the other 
side,' and give what he has to bestow, to convert 
the heathen to his own precious faith. -'This epirit 
of indifference to the calls of suffering humanity, 


is the worst demon of all, for it takes the bread 


from the children's mouths, and robs the destitute 
of their rights. 

Next, a 8pirit of persecution enters the heart, 
and he begins to © deal damnation round the land on 
He reviles the characters, 
misrepresents the faith, and neglects the persons 
of those who disagree with him 1n matters of opin- 
ion. Indeed, if he can gain any particular object, 
he may indulge a lying spirit ; thinking that the 
end will juntify and sanctiſy the means. 'Fhis has 
been done, and it may again be done. 

Next a 8pirit of pride takes up its abode in the 
heart ; and from the fulness of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. He. 80o0n begins to thank God that he 
has been converted, and * is not like other men'— 
he talks about the popularity of his religion—of 
the antiquity of his creed—of the respectability 
of its votaries—of the elegance of the house in 
which he worships—and of the satisfaction and 
holy complacency he derives from-the practice of 
humility. He is proud of being a believer in the 
goul-humbling doctrine of the cross, and expects 
to be hereafter exalted, as areward for his present 
8elf-abasement. | 

Last, as a necessary concomitant of the preced- 
ing, h 8 becomes an inmate of his heart. 
Netwthatab ding he professes to be willing to have 
thousands damned—and professes to believe that 
it is the will of God that they should be, he till 
prays for the salvation of all. And while pretend- 
ing that he is extremely anxious to save the gouls 
of mankind, declares that God has the power to 
save but will not exert it ; and that he will leave 
ten thousand Ry ten aermar ve abide b! wm 
decisions of : depravity w! y could no! 
avoid, onfochiope unending wretchedness, for the 
want of that. grace which God alone could bestow. 
And while this man þ OInY to be unwilling to 
enter heaven with other sinners, he would be re- 
garded as a perfect example of humility and 8in- 
cerity. | This caps the climax: of his misfortunes, 
and .ends the catalogue 'of spirits which dwell 


within him. 
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From the facts which bave been etated: it will be | among them; I do not deny that they.are as good 
Seen that it is at least possible, for the last state of | as any others—but I mean. that they are no better 
= povopgr of religion, to be worse than. the first. | in consequence of meeting with..a change in the 
The pride, partiality, hatred, cruelty, indifference, | usual way. ” | OY 
malignity and: bypocrisy, which are of necessity | . I do not mention this out of any disrespect tow- 
engendered by the partial systems of doctrine now | ards, our friends of other denominations —T esteem 
pro d'im the world, are 80 many-.evil demons | them too bighly to trifle with, their feelings or 
—and these are among the worst evils to which | sport with their peculiar views; but, 8till, it does 
the human race is expoged.. Indeed, I have often | appear to me, that the direct tendency of the pro- 
thought, that those feelings and emotions which | cess of conversion on the plan most approved in 
flow in & copious, though: bitter stream from the | thege days, is to injure, rather than benefit those 
popular creeds of mankind, are productive 'of more | who experience it. If I am wrong in this opinion 
and worse evils than all other causes combined. | I.sball rejoice to be convinced of ty 
Let them be * cast ont” in the name of Jesus: of | . But.it too often happens, that the-frenzy of mod- 
Nazareth, and the world would be restored to per- | ern excitements is prejudicial tothe best.interests 


fect health and soundness. 

This brief exposition, imperfect as it may. be 
considered, is 8usceptible of a profitable improve-: 
ment. And I will close this discourse with a few. 


remarks which are 8uggested by the view which 


has been taken of this 8ubject, 


I. Love and charity may be considered as the 
pel. As they take their' 


fundamentals of the 
rise at the throne of God, and flow through all the 
plan of £s, s0 they constitute the chief. end of 
all that God requires of his creatures. If we love 
the -creatures of God, we do, in effect, love him. 
And without this regard for our fellow beings, we 
cannot be said to love our Creator, Now this leads 
us to remark, 

2, 'That love and charity can only be -produced 
wY due gense of the divine and impartial love of 

. A full conviction of the fact that God loves 

all his children, furnishes permanent rest, and en- 
during, satisfying joy to the soul. But-anything 
Short of this, though it may endure for a moment, 
can never yield substantial happiness.: This 1s 
the reagon why 80 few, while believing enter into 
rest. 'They find that the doctrines an which they 
believe, are hostile to their benevolent feelings ; 
and-the stronger their faith is, the greater is their 
unhbappiness. How important it is, therefore, that 
mankind should know the * truth that maketh free,” 

8. Much depends upon the manner of casting 
out an' evil spirit., The Jews, as we have seen, 
accused our Lord of casting out demons: by the 
assistance, or in the mame of Beelzebub ; but he 
declared that 8uch was not the fact. In reply to 
their unfounded accusation he told them, what in- 
deed no rational man can dispute, that a kingdom 
divided against-itself cannot stand. And fromthe 
guccess which had invariably attended his efforts, 
he taught them that he cast out demons in the 
name, and by the power of God. | 

Whenever, therefore, our christian brethren at- 
tempt to drive satan from his throne in the heart, 
CL ny gt voniee and by the power of 
Gad, and not attempt to cast him out by the name 
of Beelzebub or any other devil. For all ri- 
ence proves that if they 8ueceed in their endeay-: 
ors to remove an impure spirit by means of terror 
and fear, it will return just as 800n as the alarming 
apprehensions of the 8nbject- subside. There is 
no' 8veh thing as driving a man into the ki | 
of heaven—or if you (ucceed in driving himin, 
he will get out again. | 8; | 
- 4. It is true, we honestly believe, that in a ma- 
zjority of metances, those are. to have- 
experienced a change of heart, are 'no better, 
en they were before. | But, by 
is I do no 


\ 


of religion and distructive of rationat piety. Our 
chief consolation is, they cannot continue forever. 
And, &0 far as my own > tem ok extends, I think 
they have done, more harm than good... - 

But it may be asked—does-not the speaker hold, 
with others, to the necessity of a genuine conver- 
8100? Certainly. But let it be | t about by 
the use of proper means—by. those.of divine ap- 
pointment. If mankind are totally . depraved—if 
they are possessed of demons, let them be brought 
to terms by the love of God—in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and not by the frightful name of Beelzebub. 
We do not differ essentially. from our friends of 
other denominations, relative to. the necessity of 
regeneration, but. we, object to their me of 
bringing it about. 'They have resorted. to terror— 
we 


Let the 
is best. | 

These observations are submitted with-an hum- 
ble desire, that they may be compared with that 
standard of divine truth, by which we | must stand 
or fall. —And, whether right or wrong, of this we 
may be as8ured, that investigation will never jure 
the cause of gospel truth.: - - 

And should it appear that-the pains which have 
been taken to spread the fear of wrath, have been 
worse than useless,—that the fruits of partial doc- 
taines are detrimental, may. we. have. wisdom to 
reject them and embrace the truth as it.is in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


BRIEF EXPOSITOR.—No. VIE. 

* And God saw that'the wickedness -of 'man; was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.* Gen. vi. 5. 

This passage is s8uppossd to have been written 
by Moses ; of course it must. have been written 
many years after the event had occured to which 
it relates, As the people ito. whom it alludes 
were 'all d ed in. the great flood—and as 
only Noah and his family. out-lived that melan- 


the love of God will be more efficacious, 
good s8ense of community decide which 


| choly occurrence, how Moges received his infor- 


mation concerning these affairs, whether it was 
by way of tradition handed down from the family 
of Noah, or by'some supernatural revelation, is 
not for us to 8ay, nor is it of any particular conse- 
quence to us, . "1 | | go 

The language is very and calculated to 
enforce wrong ideas, and careful attention. 
It 88ys, * The wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, 'There is no obscurity [in \ It is ® 
simple statement which we.do not doubt. It adds 

ion of the thoughts of his heart 
y evil continually,” This  sentence has 


Mt | 


was 


mean that there are not good people | often been quoted to prove the: total depravity of 
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: and we rgadily \agpineniege e that it is the 
omgeeh evidence in the Bible in support of euch 


an idod. | NOIR <6, ottes ths 
flood, 'WA9'00 y-evil. - Let | this stand | as 
ositive tru 

Lnowied e 


heen evil gince the flood,” as'w 
tion ? Our lexicographers'thus define 1 


, the power of — ing ideal pictures,” &c. 
The antedeluvians might have had 8uch imagine- 


tiong—they might have formed many ideal pic- 
tures, and ind \many- fancies which were 
wholly wrong, and demoralizing in their influence. 
[t should be distinctly'noticed, that they were the 
imaginations of the people which were continu- 
ally evil, There 1s \no- complaint _—_ any 
thing else. The- wnaginations of "this people 

might have been thus evil, and _ 
have been many realities about them which were 
ood. There is a vast difference between mmag- 
nations and realtttes, We may unagine & thou- 
zand things which-are wrong, and at the s8ame 
time practice as 'many which are right. These 
people very likely loved their wiyes, children, rel- 
atives, friends, &c. Here, then, was a reality — 
there was no - unagination concerning it—and it 
ople -in question 


was good. 

There is no doubt that the _- 
were extremely yicious, - but the passage before 
us finds no fault with anything but their imagina- 
tions. Very likely they imagined many things 
concerning - God, which were fals it was 
their duty to go-after 8trange gods ; and in many 
other respects their imaginations might have been 
evil, | | 

We have no doubt that people, now, have many 
evil imaginations,, who. for the-most part, in their 
conduct are honest men, and most valuable mem- 
bers of 8ociety. - Fox |instance, God has aid in 
Lam, iii. 831. that;-he /will not; cast off forever, 


Many. good people 1imagine that he will cast off 


lorever, his word to the contrary notwithstanding, 
God has promised under the golemnity of an _ 
that in the 8eed- of Abraham all the families of 
the earth shall, be bles8ed. Many imagine that 
this 8olemn promise of God -will-not be: fulfilled, 
notwithstanding the high. authority by whick it is 
8anctioned. | Such imaginations, which implicate 
both the veracity and goodness of 'God, 
us evil; although they may be gincerely 
and by thoge who in many 
"ighty W 
e *will by no means clear the 2 Many, 
ity, imagine that God will clear them, 


| they 'die. This is an 
—_ ring/upon the guilty all just: punish- 
x an the evil imagi 

ced, are conti 
dulged. Chris | 

me there who. 1 
exactly correct—that honesty is 
best policy—that if they believe 
t 18 Sometimes prudent to profess \and- 
another, which" is mote. ar—and that if 1t- 18 
n quite 80 convenient to teach their children'the 
iruth, it is better to-teach-them- error than noth- 
0g. These are pogitiyely-evil imaginations, 


other Tespects are 


MW 


jons, .which we have no- 


in one doctrine, 


th. « dy be necessary we* will ac- 
that the imaginations of men have. 
vious to. 


ell 
it What is the meaning of the word © imagina- 


t there might 


>563R_40 
indulged, 
orthy examples in society. God has 881d | 


eternal wisdom. of 


CY 


213 
_'Fhus we. are enabled to ger that: ma 
imaginations (and-fe RR ow 
and pry 


oo x _ 7 = 

tirely free from them, respects they 
may adorn the Ne of man and the christian 
profession. So the imaginations of the-antidelu- 
vians -might have been evil, continually, yet there 
might have been many realities concerning them, 
which would adorn, even the best christian that 
1Jever walked the earth. 'Th ther wickedness 
was , we are not justified in the conchusion 


| 


q 
: 
: 
! 


that 3t. could not_ have been greater, that every 
thing which they did was stained with the black- 
ness of sin—and that there. was no. good about 
them. *Whoso readeth let him ande 


retand.? 
B. W. 


ESSAYS ON. EDUCATION — No. V. 
By L. 8. EvererTrt. 

On the branches [proper to be taught in our 
common 'schools, I will -here observe, that all 
branches of 8ctence "may 'be- attended to-in” our 
common 8chools;'/ as well,” and as profitably, as 
anywhere else. | Our children  may-be taught 
Chemistry, Botany, Astronomy, Natural History 
and Philosophy, just- as well, and just as ensily, - 
as they can-be; taught reading and spelling. It 18, 
I am inclined-to think, a t in many of 'our 
Schools, that more attention is paid to words, than 


to —_ * 
I will only tax the patience of the reader with 
a 8hort quotation from the author before cited. 
* Another principal ad , which the ancient 
mode of Greek education gave its pupils, was their 
early access to every. branch of philosophical 
learning. \ They did not, like us, employ their 
youth in the acquisition of words: they were en- 
in pursuits' of a higher nature ; in acquir- 
ing a knowledge of things. "They did not, -hke 
us, 8pend geven or ten years of scholastic labor 
in making. a general acquaintance with two or 
three dead . 'Those years were em- 
ployed-in the study'of Nature, and in gaining the 
elements of phi hical knowledge, ' from her 
gen. economy. and laws.” 
t could be wished, that, among the improve- 
ments which are every now and then introduced 
into our schools, (which are already excellent) 
this plan may be: adopted. It would be well if 
every school-room could become & pleasant place 
of resort for the rising generation; where, impel- 
led, by a healthful curiosity, they might become 
ac d with things —with 8ubstantial realities ; _ 
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8.—And, the last thing to which I shall invite the 
reader's attention; is that” which "ought not to be 
taught in our common schools. And that is 'Theol- 
ogy. 6 | 
"The opinion that/ all gectarism + ought to be 
kept out of our public 'schools; I advance upon 
my- own responsibility. Bat I have the' satisfac- 
tion of knowing, that wiser and better men, enter- 
tain the 8ame opinion. | 
Our. common schools are supported by the 
taxable members of community. The community 
1s composed of individuals of various religious 
views ; and charity inclines us to admit, that all 
are 8incere and honest in their religious prefer-' 
ences. Our public schools are common property ; 
no one sect has a better right to them than anoth- 
er, It 8hoald be the endeavor of all good friends 
of Education, to keep them free from everything 
of a sectarian character, 80; that all may reap the 
advantages of them, without having their fee]- 
ings, or their rehgious prejudices offended. | 
his matter will -be 8een in its true light, if 
we 8uppose acase; which might occur. © Suppose | 
that the' Catholics should become a _— in 
80tne town within our knowledge ; they would, of 
course, have the control of the common echools: 
How. would it 8uit protestant heads of families, to 
have the doctrines and u s of the cathohics, 
introduced into our schools? Suppose that the 
Unitarians: or Universalists should obtain the as- 
cendancy, and should employ none but persons of 
their own way of thinking, as instructors, and 


should require them to teach their principles ?— |. 


Do you not see that such a procedure - would 
Justly give offence to many ? How then shall we 
get along? 'Answer—By keeping Our , COMMON ; 
schools entirely free from all sorts of sectarism. 
Religion—if by that we understand strict mo- | 
rality, may be - taught in school as well 'as out of 
8chool; and ought to be, in an early day, taught 
to every human being. Th 1s quite anoth- 
er thing. 'That may be taught in 8abbath schools, 
in churches, in Theological Seminaries—at what- 
ever places parents may please to'send their chil- 
dren—with this understanding, that our common 
8chools shall be a kind of neutral ground; where 
the children of all parents may be sent, to learn 
8cience, and nothing else, with the exception of 
that morality, without which science would be 
like a jewel in a 8wine's mouth. | 
From all that has been 8aid, we may infer, that 
the s8ubject which has occupied our attention in 
these imperfect essays is an important one; and 
that it is worthy of the devoted attention of eve 
patriot, every. philanthropist, and especially of 
every christian. uh 
Our children are constantly receiving impres- 
g10ns.. 'Those impressions are either good or bad. 
bs th are forming 'characters—their characters 
will be either or bad ; and much—everything, 
depends upon; the course we pursue, and the mea- 


sures Which we adopt. 


I 8ball-be 8atisfied-if the remarks which have | 
been submitted. for the consideration' of our rea- | 


ders, shall. have the, effect to..give them \a more 
lively '8ense of. the responsibilities/ which devolve 
upon the members of this community. I shall be 
more than satisfied, when all sectarian and po- 
litical animosities. can be laid aside; and all shall 
be; unated in the pursuit of one noble object——and 


that one object, the thorough and equal education; of 
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all the children in this highly fauored, and happy 
= : { 24 #557 $3 k { Ws ; | 
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FAVOR” OF UNIVERSAL- 
Tax NaTurkE oF Gop.—W hatever attributes 
the Deity may possess, they all,-it is certain, meet 
and harmonize in one emple- but: expreesive 
word ;—and that word is. Love. | An Apostle ay, 
© God 18 Love.'. It was love. which dictated hin 
to create man at first;—it was 'love:that laid the _ 
foundation for man's: redemption j—it was loye 
that 8ent Christ into the world to suffer and die 
for man's 8alvation ;—and-it-is love that will final. 
ly raise. him to unspeakable glory, and establish - 
him in perfect happiness. /There:is nothing in the 
character or conduct of God, which 1s oppoxed to | 
love.: It is displayed in-all -bis works, -1n all his 
designs, in all the dispensations of his providence, 
It is conspicuous in every part of creation. It 
© Warms in the Sun, refreshes in the breeze, 
Glows.in the Stars, and blossoms in the trees; 
Lives through. all liſe, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent ; 
Breathes in our soul, informs our mental part, 
As fall, as perfect, in a hair as heart ; 
As full, as perfect, in vile man that mourns, 
As the rapt seraph that adores and burns.” 
It is universally diffased; and we may eum it up 
in a word, and ns that it is the nature of God 
to loye all the 8ouls that he made, and placed up- 
on the earth. | 
If then, the nature of God is love, the inference 
we draw from it is, that all created beings will f- 
nally be happy. It seems to us evident, that noth- | 
ing short of the ultimate salvation and happines 
of all mankind, will ever satisfy the requirements 
of love. - If it be the nature of God to love the 
creatures of his creation and care, he surely can- 
not suffer them to remain forever sinful and mis : 
erable. Tt is the nature of love to'seek the good of 
the object beloved. An earthly parent, who loves 
his child, would not svffer it to endure unnecessa7 
pain, even for a moment, if it were in his power - 
to prevent it. Our Savior pertinently inquires, 
*what man is there of yon, 'whom, if his 80n as 
bread, will he give him a stone? Or'if he asks | 


REASONS IN 


fish, will he give him serpent'? . To which he adds, | 


*If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
unto your children, how much more 8hall your 
Father which 1s in Heaven, give good things 0 | 


| them that ask Him?” Tt is hence clear, that our 


pred ag Father can never euffer his children to 
endure unnecessary pains, or to experience ut | 
necess vis; fir ho bes 4 ple power to carry - 


| into execution whatever his beneyolence and good 


will hall dictate. The conclusion | therefore, | 
seems to follow inevitably, that'our final good, our 
eternal happiness, is unquestionably gecure. 
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COMMUNICA 


1. [For the Universaliat.], 
SELF-EXAMINATION. 
No: one' duty is more clearly 8et-forth the 
scriptures! of divine truth, than that of -8e[/-exon | 
ination. | And although it is important to our pre* 

ent peace, and: esgefitial to our "orc in grace, 
and in the knowledge of ' our -and Savior Je- 
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21s Christ 3 yet; 8trange- to-tell,it is neglected by 
2 latge mass of the eh 
ead of heeding the exhortation of St. Paul— 
«Examine yourselves,' are zealously engaged in 
examining their neighbors, , 

I might proceed to point out the various ways 
in which professed christians prosecute the work 
of neighbor examination, were it not for. the fact, 
that all, who will, probably read this article, are ac- 
quainted with the course pursued by.most/gects in 
christendom, in relation to:the work in question. 
therefore deem it unnecessary to _— this ar- 
ticle, by detailing the errors of those' brethren 
who differ from me in opinion, concerning many 
parts of the doctrine-of Christ. * WE 

One thing, hawever, is certain. We are all 
more or 1ess prone to-pass by the duty of self-ex- 
amination, and to engage directly, or indirectly, in 
the work of examining others. - And it 48 not un- 
frequently the cage, that we point out, and Con- 
demn in others, the very things we practice our- 
zelves. © My brethren, these things ought not 80 to 
be, It wolld be happy for us, 
the advice of the Apostle—* Study to be quiet, and 
to do your own business.” | Tf all would pursue this 
course, families-neighborhoods-s0cieties--church- 
es and communities, would be saved from much 
contention and misery, which they now realize, in 
consequence of that meddlesome spurit, which in 
many persons, is:the princeple of. action. 

What our Savior _ is in many mary ma 
plicable at the present day—* Thou kypoerite, first 
cast the beam out of thine own eye ; then 8halt thou 
ee clearly to pluck the mote out of thy brothers eye.” 
Certain 1t is, if people would examine themselves 
more, and their neighbors. less, they. would have 
not 80 much occasion to complain of their neigh- 
bors as they now have, and more occasion to com- 
plain of themselves. 


Place once | 
or hyena, vocal in hymns of 
rent of Creation. 


tian community, who, in- | 


we 8hould heed | 
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[From the Universalist Magazine-] 
FRIENDSHIP, 

During the time in which man roamed the wild, 
an. untutored 8avage, fed on, the victims of the 
chase and viewed the azure sky and the beautiful- 
ly variegated scenery of the earth with a look of 
stupid wonder, the charms of society had little in- 
fluence; the delights of friendly intercourse and 
as80ciation awakened no joyous 8ensations.in the 
cold and uncultured .breast of the mountaineer. 
Life's fleeting day was passed in trayersing the 


lonely desert. in quest of food, in constructing 


8ome rude dwelling to defend from the cold, or to 
protect from the assaults of wild beasts. The un- 


rows, no @y | 
dence existed, to no faithful bosom could he impart 
his secrets, and from no trusty brother could he re- 
ceive the 8weet solace of advice. He lived alone, 
wild as the mountains, unfeeling as the tempests, 
and destitute of one moment of endearing exist- 
ence. But when the destitution and misery of his 
state became intolerable, when man ascertainet 
that he could alleviate the dreariness of solitude 
by a free communication of thought and feeling, 
by an unrestrained interchange of 8oul, the path of 
life assumed the most inviting appearance, being 
ed with flowers of immortal amaranth, 
blooming” and blushing beneath the sun of friend- 
ip. By the united exertions of 8ociety, the in- 
hospitable wilderness becomes a garden, and the 
resounding with the howl of the wolf 
tude to the Pa- 


hen refinements in the arts 


'world can 8upply whetr brought ip” competition 
with the endless beatitude! of the celestial para- 
\dise ! But although the” mingled cup of delights 
which we drink'in this life is not filled with unal- 
loyed felicity, shall we dash it from our lips and 


proffered blessing, when. it constitutes 


his 
yamgrett chan of "being, as it is an” endearing 


8entiments are all correct or not, unless we exain- | 
me ou w Fo Sheff f} IO tun Dieter 
Seein 1 APR. Y __T EX EM. 2 4 "TW | 


the rork- of self-examination ;.an 
the blessing ofiAlmig c may we en 


to 8earch out, and INN minds, every | 


: 
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pledge of 'the love of God'to man ? Shall we en- 
tirely _ of the exercise of benevolent 
affection, shaJl we chill each friendly sensation 
and ny, 7 ts heart-born tears of parting rela- 
tions ? we treat; the tenderest feelings with 
rude and | ic indifference'? Shall we make 
8uch appalling ntations'of the mogt cordial 
friendship as will -induce mankind''agaitt to 8eek 
the\seclugion of woods and mountains, to become 
wild as the IENs of the: forest ? we —_ 
up-Society and 8ever every remaining. ligament o 

brotherhood by reducing 'man to- the/savageness 
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inviting connexions wi > abounds must 
finally be 8undered in 8uch a manner as will wring 
each feeling bosom with ui 
Behold the fond mother w 
less ou of her departed daughter, lifting up 
her eyes, brimful of tears, and #aying, would to 
God I had died for yor, my daughter! O my 
daughter !  Wonld you not sxy that it had been 
far better for the agonized mother to have viewed 
her child with the most Ying fre own part ? No, 

for while she-gazes on that palttd cheek, while she 

intensely examines every lineament of her counte-. 
nance," while she beholds the remaining traits of 
youthful bloom, © | 

© Before decay's effacing fingers 
Have 8wept the lines _—_— beauty lingers,” 

8he, by an u_ of faith; 8ees her emaciated child 
joinitig inthe endless anthem of heaven and re- 
Jjoicing in the smile of God: - But if death, or any 
after occurrence should make an gepara- 
tion, friendship only tantalizes man withan illuso- 
ry appearance. of happiness which will terminate 
in the most t and unavailing lamentation. 
As we are informed that from; God' cometh every 
good nd every perfect gift; and also that his gifts 
are without repentance; and that he giveth to all 
life, and breath, and all things, we may rest as8ur- 
ed that friendship is a good gift, that it is given 
without repentance, and that it will eventuate hap- 


pily to all who have tasted of its 8eweets. Did we | 


embrace the opposite idea, we should deserve the 


highest commendation for the incessant exercise | 


of our every faculty in preventing the formation 
vf one gincere friondakip, est -80me after day 


might consign one of 'the parties to the. queneh- 


less volcano of hell, and receive the other to the | 


empyrean realms of saints and seraphitns. Were 
this our belief; we would -endeayor. to render 
mankind inanimate, to repress each gentle rising 
of the 80ul, and make it as detitute of -s&ympathy 


as & mountain of arctic ice; But when we: witness | 


the irrepressible grief of an afflicted parent at the 
loss of a. darling: child; when we discover the 
_onrtinge of his heart, as burst the cords - that 
und him to his son, we feel confident-in saying, 
that the God of-mercy never designed this poi 
nant gorrow for the misery of 
pose. of showing- him that e 


destructable climes of reat.. : 
No other view :of the gubj 


anguieh of the tortured 80vul ; but/this harmonizes 
the word and works of God, and'/gives life atheer- 
ing nord It exhibits the flood of death bridg- 
T 


and that, | 
continue | 


meeting on '#hore | 
| NE eek | Lt. 
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| Let love be without disstmulation; Abhor that 
which is evil, cleave to that which is good. ' Pat. 


unimaginable anguish. | 
eeping over the 8ense- | 


friendsbip is | 
transitory, and-that heavenly friendship endareth | 
forever ;. where he shall meet his-child in the in- | 


ject can afford the | 
least satisfaction to. the. aching heart, or 6ase the | 


or 1 8olitary stz He ELIREE 


When on. the ad aud: yearving-heart, 
(hed of ary wrewtl 


clouds. of | 
Ok ! what hall bid þ Ore: : 
And lift the spirit from their thrall ? 
When, neath the foldings of the pall, 
The lost 'and beantiful are laid, — 
Oh; who shall answer to the-call - * 
y watchful Love, in anguish made ? 


When from our daily paths, like flowers, 
' Our kindred moving one by one? 

Oh ! what shall gild the weary hours, 

ing again the unshadowed sun 

"all darkening scenes upon ? | 

| To chase the clouds that round them rise— 


Recall again vision 
phnponentey, 


When, with a shadow ofer them flung, 
Ani Ioery Wha Gable band haton 
thei among 
Awakens moiurnful images; 
What, on the-lapse. of hours like thee, 
Can Earth, with all ber, phantoms fling, 
When hope hath ceased her melodies, 
And folded up her rainbow wing ? 


Is it not sweet, when song and dream 
Have passed, like suneet's 8ky of fire; 
When Love's false pinion sheds no gleam 
O'er Pleasure's crushed and HF nq lyre— 
To raise with purified desire. a | 
The prayer, in earnest suppliance given, 
Wh ARON oreas oobRt aebes 
And antedates the joys of Heaven ? 


THE WORLD TO COME. 
BY BOWRING. 


If all our hopes and all our fears | 
Were prisoned in life's narrow bound ; 
If, of tears, 


ab ond; I 
Oh'! 
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In South Boston, on the 5th. instant, an infant child o 
muel Porter, aged 2 months. , 


